
EVERYTHING IS A SYSTEM
The Ray C. Anderson Center embraces a systems approach to 
achieving sustainability goals. “Everything is a system, all woven 
together,” Lanier said. Systems thinking posits that solutions to  
big problems require multiple strategies applied by and for differ- 
ent stakeholders. Tech’s involvement with the Drawdown Georgia 
initiative is an excellent example of such an approach. Through  
this initiative, Georgia Tech, Emory, the University of Georgia, and 
Georgia State University are working together to develop and  
implement targeted climate change solutions that are best suited  
to the state. 

“Our Center works to educate and engage the Ray C. Andersons 
of today and tomorrow, advance expert research and insights, and 
engage industry partners in our Center’s sustainability activities,” 
Toktay said. “Through these activities, we have seen just how  
dependent we are on each other in addressing the spectrum of 
sustainability challenges — whether fighting the pandemic,  
reducing carbon emissions, or rectifying social inequities. We plan 
to deploy the Foundation’s renewed support to catalyze collabo- 
ration at scale on key issues such as climate change.” 

The Center’s role in Drawdown Georgia will become more vital, 
since “Beril Toktay and Michael Oxman (managing director for the 
Ray C. Anderson Center for Sustainable Business) are taking the lead 
in working with Georgia businesses,” Lanier said. “There is no better 
messenger or leader than the Ray C. Anderson Center to do that.” 

T H E  I M PA C T  O F  G I V I N G

FOUNDATION  
EXTENDS  
SUPPORT FOR  
RAY C. ANDERSON  
CENTER
The Ray C. Anderson Foundation is continuing its commitment 
to the Ray C. Anderson Center for Sustainable Business in the 
Ernest Scheller Jr. College of Business through a generous, 
multiyear grant to help fund the Center’s operations. 

According to John A. Lanier, executive director of the Ray C. 
Anderson Foundation, “It’s important to have various metrics of 
success, but our Foundation believes strongly in relationships, 
and the relationship we have with the Center is vital.”

The Ray C. Anderson Center for Sustainable Business serves 
as both a catalyst and connector, working to bring together 
students, research faculty, companies, and entrepreneurs  
to create and implement business-based solutions to envi- 
ronmental problems. As such, the Center works across the 
campus to further many of the goals that Ray C. Anderson, IE 
1956, HON Ph.D. 2011, pursued. Anderson founded Interface, 
Inc., the world’s largest producer of modular commercial floor 
coverings. He also became convinced that businesses should 
work to mitigate negative environmental impacts, advocating 
the notion of businesses doing well by doing good. So, Anderson 
instituted sustainability measures that dramatically improved 
his company’s carbon footprint, water efficiency, waste to 
landfill, and recycled content in its products, earning him the 
moniker “Greenest CEO in America.”

“From the beginning, Beril Toktay (faculty director of the Ray  
C. Anderson Center for Sustainable Business) laid out a vision 
for this Center reaching three stakeholder groups: students, 
faculty, and industry,” Lanier said. “They’ve reached all of  
them — not with isolated projects but in creative ways that bring 
stakeholders together. For example, the Carbon Reduction 
Challenge with Kim Cobb (Georgia Power Chair; director, Global 
Change Program;  ADVANCE Professor, College of Sciences) 
provides meaningful opportunities for students to work with 
industry to make a difference. Businesses see the impact 
younger generations can make and why it’s important  
for industry to become more sustainable.”    

For more information about the Ray C. Anderson Center for Sustainable Business,  
visit scheller.gatech.edu/centers-initiatives/ray-c-anderson-center-for-
sustainable-business. 
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